
TOWN OF MARILLA 
CONSERVATION ADVISORY BOARD 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

DATE: JULY 1, 2008 
 
1. Call to Order 

Roger Gustavel called the meeting to order at 6:48 pm. 
 

Members Present:  Roger Gustavel, Jim Heinrich, Joe Lankes, Pat Blarr, Jay Walkowiak  
Bud Pearce 
Fred Specht, Town Board Rep 

 Ron Unverdorben, Interim Highway Superintendent 
 
2. Approval of Minutes – Jim moved and Pat seconded the motion to accept the June minutes 

as written.      AYES:  6  NAYES:  0 MOTION:  Carried 
 

3. Old Business  
 
• Town Park – Phase I – Ron gave CAB approximate prices to compute the approximate 

cost of creating the 2100-2600 foot long Activity Path which would consist of blacktop.  
Cost estimate:  $35,000 - $38,000. 

• CAB also listed the following advantages of creating an Activity Path in the Town Park: 
1) SAFE area for residents to walk, bike, rollerblade, baby strollers – any wheeled 

activities WITHOUT MOTORS 
2) Closer to residents’ homes – saves time and gas money 
3) Provides residents with more options to utilize the park 

 
Joe moved and Jay seconded the motion to present a recommendation to the Town Board to 
investigate the cost of the Activity Path for final approval. 
     AYES:  6 NAYES:  0 MOTION:  Carried 
Fred will communicate this decision to the Town Board. 
 
• Jay suggested that members visit the Village Green Park in Elma on Bowen near Clinton 

behind the Methodist Church to help in future suggestions for this Activity Path. 
• Members suggested the possibility of opening the park for Winter Activities – sledding, 

cross-country skiing, etc. in the future. 
• “Right to Farm” signs – Ron suggested that the cost of a sign with the decal of a barn 

and silo would be less costly than a cut sign in that shape.  The approximate cost of an 
18”x30” sign is $70.  There are only two town roads that lead into town – Stolle and 
Bear.  All other roads are either county or state.  To erect signs on those roads requires 
paperwork.  Dave will send design of sign to Ron for more prices/information.  

• PACE/PDR – September 1st is the town deadline for applications.  Application must be 
received in Albany by September 18th.  The Town Board needs the application no later 
than the third week in July.  Members discussed the three current PACE applications. 



 
Jim moved and Roger seconded the motion to submit the Gingerich application. 
     AYES:  5 NAYES:  1 MOTION:  Carried 

  Roger will gather the information and give to Fred to present to the Town Board. 
 

• Subdivision application on Bullis Road/Greenwood Terrace – Zelasko has submitted 
plan to the Planning Board. 

• Eagle Scout project – Jim suggested the Scout create a nature trail in the town park.  
CAB agreed that the location of the trail would enhance the present Master Plan for the 
park.  The Scout will contact Ron and upon Ron’s approval, will present request to the 
Town Board.   

 
4. New Business 

• Conservation Easement on property located in center of Marilla hamlet (Colby property) 
– Mr. Gingerich submitted a letter detailing the terms and conditions of a possible 
easement on this property between the Town and property owner.  (This property would 
not be part of PACE/PDR.) 
1) Conservation Easement would be put on entire property 39+/- acres; 313 +/- feet 

road frontage 
2) Farmstead allowed to be separated from remainder of property – approx 4-5 acres 
3) 30 foot road frontage on north side of property would remain with the back of 

property – approx 34-35 acres 
4) Possibility of the addition of allowing this property to be used for a Town 

Park/Firemen’s Grounds for the future 
5) Easement held by the Western New York Land Conservancy 
6) Value of the easement to be donated by the landowners 
7) Cost of administrative work and other associated costs would be paid by the Town of 

Marilla (search, survey, attorney, etc.) 
Fred informed that the approximate cost to the Town is an average of $8,000. 

Tabled until August meeting. 
 
4. Adjournment 

• Pat moved and Jim seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 pm. 
AYES:  6  NAYES:  0  MOTION:  Carried 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Pat Blarr 
 CAB Clerk 


